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TACITLY      RECOGNIZED;       FOR        CIVIL      DISOBEDIENCE      WAS
CONTINUING      WHILST      THE     NEGOTIATIONS     WERE     PENDING,
AND      IT     WAS      DISCONTINUED      ONLY      DURING      TRUCE.
AGAIN      AT       SIMLA      THE      PRESENT      VICEROY     ALLOWED
UNCHALLENGED     MY     STATEMENT     THAT      CONGRESS      RESERV-
ED      THE      RIGHT      TO      OFFER      CIVIL       DISOBEDIENCE     IF
OTHER      METHODS      OF      GETTING      REDRESS       FAILED,      NO
DOUBT       SUBJECT       TO       PENALTY        FOR        DISOBEDIENCE,
WHICH      IS      INHERENT      IN       THE       METHOD       OF       CIVIL
DISOBEDIENCE,     BUT     BECAUSE      CIVIL       DISOBEDIENCE      WAS
CONTEMPLATED    UNDER     THE     CIRCUMSTANCES     VICEROY    NOT
ONLY       DID       NOT       BREAK        OFF        NEGOTIATIONS,       BUT
COMPLETED     THEM     AND     SENT     ME     TO      LONDON     WITH
HIS    BLESSINGS-     THE     PRESENT     ATTITUDE,     THEREFORE,     IS
A    CLEAR    DEPARTURE    FROM    THE     ATTITUDE    IMMEDIATELY
BEFORE    THE    CONFERENCE,    THE    FACT    IS     THAT   GOVERN-
MENT      CANNOT      TOLERATE      THE      RISING      POWER      OF
CONGRESS,    AND    THE    CONSEQUENT    RISE    OF    THE    PEOPLED
SPIRIT.    THE    INTOLERANCE    OF    DISSENTING    PUBLIC    OPINION
AND    ITS     GROWING    INSISTENCE     CONTINUES     UNABATED,     I
AM    CONVINCED     THAT     IN     SUCH     AN      ATMOSPHERE    THE
DEVELOPMENT     OF     A     FREE       CONSTITUTION     LEADING     TO
INDEPENDENCE     IS     UTTERLY     IMPOSSIBLE,       THE      SUPPRES-
SION     OF     CONGRESS     ORGANIZATION     AND       THE     ARRESTS
OF     LEADERS     SEEM     IMMINENT.     NEVERTHELESS,      SO      FAR
AS     I     CAN     JUDGE,      VAST     MASSES      OF       PEOPLE     WILL
NOT     BE     DISSPIRITED,     WILL      OFFER      STUBBORN      RESIS-
TANCE     TO     AUTHORITY,     AND      YET       IN      THE      MIDST
OF      GOVERNMENT      PROVOCATION,       WILL      OBSERVE      STRICT
NON-VIOLENCE.     IN     SPITE     OF      TERRIBLE      HANDICAP,     I
HOPE     TO     SUPPLY     YOU     WITH      REGULAR      "BULLETIN"
BY      WIRE,      IF       THE       AUTHORITIES        DON'T       PROHIBIT
DESPATCH      OF      SIMPLE      VERSION      OF      FACTS,      PLEASE
ALWAYS       SHARE      NEWS     WITH      MR*      ALEXANDER     AND
OTHER    FRIENDS.

GANDHI
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